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Those who, for the first time, have taken a scalp or
made a captive, do not sleep at their return with
their wives, and do not eat any meat; they ought
not to partake of anything but fish and thickened
milk. Thisabstinence lasts for six months. If they
fail to observe it, they imagine that the soul of him
whom they have killed will cause them to die
through sorcery, that they will never again obtain
any advantage over their enemies, and that the
slightest wounds they may receive will prove fatal.

They take extreme care that the great Chief shall
not in any way expose his life when he goes to war.
If, carried away by his valor, he should happen to
be killed, the Chiefs of the party and the other prin-
cipal warriors would be put to death on their return;
but executions of this kind are almost without
example, on account of the precautions they take to
preserve him from this evil.

This Nation, like the others, has its Medicine-
men; these are generally old men, who without
study or any science, undertake to cure all complaints.
They do not attempt this by simples, or by drugs;
all their art consists in different juggleries; that is
to say, that they dance and sing night and day about
the sick man, and smoke without ceasing, swallow-
ing the smoke of the tobacco. These Jugglers eat
scarcely anything during all the time that they are
engaged in the cure of the sick, but their chants and
their dances are accompanied by contortions so
violent that, although they are entirely naked and
should naturally suffer from cold, yet they are always
foaming at the mouth. They have a little basket in
which they keep what they call their spirits, that is
to say, small roots of different kinds, heads of owls,



